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ORAL HISTORY LAB (OHL)

University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez

Oral History Interview with Nicole Feliciano Diaz

PREFACE

The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview of Nicole Feliciano Diaz conducted
by Lionel Emanuelle Rivera Reyes on April 17, 2023. This interview is part of coursework done
by students at the University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez.

Readers are asked to bear in mind that they are reading a transcript of the spoken word, rather
than written prose.

Lionel Emanuelle Rivera Reyes INGL 3238-016 Creative Writing
Student Number: 843-20-9626 Professor Marci Denesiuk
Chemical Engineering Department English Department
University of Puerto Rico at Mayagiiez University of Puerto Rico at Mayagiiez

Interview Transcript:

Narrators Name: Nicole Feliciano Diaz
Interviewer’s Name: Lionel Emanuelle Rivera Reyes
Date: April 17,2023

Location: Mayagiiez Puerto Rico (Inidividual Apartments) — Microsoft Teams Platform

00:00:11 Lionel

-Hello everyone. My name is Lionel E. Rivera Reyes Today is April 17th of 2023. This is an
interview for the English 3238 class creative writing for Professor Marcy Denesiuk. And today
I'll be interviewing a friend of mine. So, let's start with the basics so you can get to know her.
Can you tell us your name and how old are you?



00:00:38 Nicole

-Hi everyone. My name is Nicole Feliciano Diaz and I'm 20 years old.
00:00:43 Lionel

-Okay, and What city are you from?

00:00:46 Nicole

-I'm from Adjuntas, Puerto Rico, from the center of the island.
00:00:53 Lionel

-And what are you studying?

00:00:55 Nicole

-Well, I'm an undergraduate student at the University of Puerto Rico Mayagiiez campus, and I'm
studying mechanical engineering.

00:01:06 Lionel

-And since you're an undergraduate mechanical engineering student, what are some goals that
you have? Where do you see yourself in a couple of years from now or what are you, what's your
mindset set on?

00:01:22 Nicole

-Well, uhm, I'm currently doing like a Co-op in an aerospace industry. I think I see myselfin a

few years working there, working with airplanes, the engines and all the mechanics behind the

airplanes so everyone can fly safe and stay safe. And that's the world I'm into. So thankfully or.
Maybe I will be in a few years working in the aerospace industry.

00:01:54 Lionel

-You mentioned that you're studying here at the University of Puerto Rico at Mayagiiez, but you
are from Adjuntas, so you were born here in Puerto Rico, right?

00:02:06 Nicole
-Yes, I was born here. I was born in Ponce, Puerto Rico.
00:02:10 Lionel

-Okay, so that means that you have been all your life here, so maybe you have seen a lot of
things. Can you describe our culture with one word?

00:02:26 Nicole

-Well, that's kind of a difficult task to do, but I think the first word that comes into my mind is
resilience. That word has sounded a lot in the recent years, the word resilience in our culture
thing, I think it's a word that describes how we have overcomed all the difficulties and all the
different situations we have been through in the last few years.



00:02:59 Lionel

-OK, we've been through a lot of things. I've seen all of that too. Can you tell us a little bit about
your childhood in Adjuntas, like seeing all these cultural things?

00:03:16 Nicole

-Well, as a child in Adjuntas, I grew up with dirt, I grew up falling a lot. I grew up with a lot of
blood in my knees and the bumps everywhere in my body, because I couldn't stay still. I was
always running, always playing outside, always uhmm... wrestling with my grandparents. I was
always outside, having fun, riding the bicycle, getting wet in the rain, playing with all the little
ponds in the backyard. So that was kind of a of my childhood playing outside; running a lot and
playing wrestling with my grandparents, that's kind of it.

00:04:10 Lionel

-I think that perfectly describes our culture. As Puerto Ricans, we have a very vivid spirit. We
like to do a lot of things when we are little kids and maybe when we grow a little bit older,
maybe we don't do much things, but compared to other cultures, Puerto Ricans, we do a lot of
things.

00:04:35 Nicole

-Yes, we still have that curiosity of a child, and we still have that, that, that spirit of getting to
know things and getting to explore.

00:04:49 Lionel

-You've mentioned different moments or experiences in your childhood. Can you recall or
maybe remember some of them? Or maybe specific ones that maybe are involved or have to do
with food or music, like maybe preparing some kind of food that is a unique meal for the
holidays? Or maybe something like that?

00:05:16 Nicole

-Well, yes. In my family, we are always eating or cooking. That's our signature as a family. So
Christmas Eve, Christmas, New Year's , Easter, Mother's Day, Father's Day, everything we
celebrate as Puerto Rican, that we celebrate all the things. We are cooking, we are preparing a
meal, we are buying food, or we are eating every day, every single day. One of the things that
maybe is not a like a celebration, but it's a tradition in my family is eating all the Sundays. We
get together and we buy food or prepare food as a family. My grandparents, my uncles, my
aunts, my mom, my sister, and my cousins and all the close members uh of the family. We get
together and all the Sundays, we get to know how everyone was in the week and what you have
learned and what you have to do and all the troubles you had to do at work and all the things that
we do. In our daily life, , we get that time, while preparing the food or while deciding what to
eat. We have that time and that's our like signature thing. Our tradition as a family. All the
Sundays we get together.

00:06:42 Lionel



-I think that's very special like. Food is not only about eating. Although we love eating a lot of
things, but it brings the whole family together and I think that's very special. Do you think
well..., I want you to describe maybe if you can identify how has that kind of activity like eating
in family or gathering on Sundays, how has that shaped you how has that helped you become
who you are today?

00:07:16 Nicole

-Well, that has shaped me a lot as a person, because spending that quality time with them
together and getting to know them and getting to spend all that time while cooking or while
eating the food or while deciding what to eat, as I mentioned before, that quality time helps us to
appreciate that time, to appreciate your family, appreciate or be thankful for them. So it gives
you...; It shows you the loving and caring family you have and the love that they share for you,
so that teach you how to treat people, how to be a caring person, how to be a thankful person, for
the food, for the people you have around. That has shaped me to be a more loving and caring and
thankful person.

00:08:14 Lionel

-I really appreciate your answer and I really love your answer. OK, since we've brought the topic
of food and having heard all of the experiences you've had, what is the first thing that maybe
comes to your mind when you hear the word food? You instantly think of just eating, maybe the
impact of food on other people, or do you think on those times or those activities that you do
with your family?

00:08:52 Nicole

-Well, I think the first thing that comes into mind is the activities I do with my family, spending
that time together or even deciding what to eat or having that quality time with them is the first
thing that comes into my mind when I think about food.

00:09:10 Lionel

-That's very special and us, like Puerto Ricans, we have a really diverse gastronomy, so I think
that when people here Puerto Rico, not only do you hear music or maybe sports or something,
but I think a really unique word that describes Puerto Rico would be food. We prepare a lot of
things, and we like to mix this with this, and create new plates and new foods and that's very
that's what make us makes us unique. It's really special. Having all those cultural aspects,
bringing not only the food, the experiences you had, but also you as a student being an
undergraduate student here at Puerto Rico, knowing the struggles that maybe students go
through. Do have seen everything we've been through as a as not only culture, but personally.
Can you identify maybe a specific situation, maybe in your life or in the recent time that maybe
was a difficult situation. Do you recall some?

00:10:30 Nicole

-Well, yes, the first thing that comes into my mind about a difficult situation is the Hurricane



Maria. That time of that hurricane was a very, very difficult of a struggle in my family, because
we were uncommunicated. In my neighborhood there were a lot of landslides, so we couldn't get
to the center of the town or to the nearest center to get food or to get water. The only things that
we had in our storage and in our kitchens, that was the only thing that we had and that we could
get for weeks because we couldn't get out of the out of the neighborhood because of the
landslides. So it was a difficult time to get water to get food. The necessities of our daily life; it
was difficult in that time to get it. So that's the first thing that comes into my mind, and as a
family we struggled a lot.

-I remember that first morning in through the hurricane. There were like 2 days that the hurricane
lasted the rains and the winds. And the next morning at 6:00 AM, my grandparents were at the
door knocking to get to know if we were alive, if we were okay and we all started crying to know
that they were okay, because we couldn't communicate the first day. All the communications
failed, so we couldn't get Wi-Fi or communication through cell phones, or through calls or
through text. We couldn't get that. So to know that they were okay was, uh, quite a relief. My
uncle and aunt lived or they live currently like at 15 minutes through car, but because of the
landslides, they couldn't get through car to my house or to my grandparent's house. They had to
walk like 2 hours to get to my house or to my grandparent's house, and that was quite an
adventure to get through all the landslides, and all the trees that fell, and all the trash that was in
the in the streets. It was difficult to get to our house and have that relief that they were all okay
and that we were. .., we got through the situation..., the difficult situation; it was a big relief.
00:13:23 Lionel

-That it's really hard like not only you but also me. I was here during the hurricane and I
experienced and saw a lot of things that happened. Can you identify or maybe recall during or
inside those situations, through Hurricane Maria or maybe post hurricane, that maybe you saw,
or maybe you identified a social justice issue? Like maybe the government’s response; like did
they bring the power fast or maybe the water? Did they supply water on time for you guys?

00:14:05 Nicole

Well, that was one of the difficulties we had, because we didn't get power or water as soon as we
expected. The water came six months after Hurricane Maria and the power came nine months
later. It was almost a year that we didn't get water, nor power. So that was one of the difficulties.
The other difficulty was that, because of the landslide, the trucks couldn't get to our
neighborhood or to our houses, because of the difficulties. They would risk their lives to provide
food or water to us, mostly water. That was one of the difficulties, because we had to get to the
center of the town to get to the Oasis to provide water or to get water in water bottles or gallons
or in tanks. But the risk of getting there was one of the troubles we had.

00:15:18 Lionel

-Can I ask you how did you feel during that time? Like some people went through the hurricane
alone or maybe lost everything, but you were with your family. Did that help you overcome that
situation maybe making it less heavier with your family all together?

00:15:43 Nicole



-Definitely, that was the thing that helped us most. To be together, to be near, and to know that
we were all okay, that we were all going to do the same things, the same necessities, and that
helped us to get together and to say: “Okay, let's see how we can get to it, let's see how we can
supply food, supply water so that nobody gets to be in a real necessity of not having any of those
real necessities”. So being with them, we divided the shores, we divided the times we were going
to be in my grandparent's house so we could eat there. The time we were at my aunt’s house,
they had a near river so we could get water from there and wash our clothes; dividing up the
different chores that we usually do so we could supply that different necessities and spread the
the difficulty to be more flexible with the time, more flexible with the different needs that we
have. So definitely being together as a family or simply cooking together and having, the food
with one flashlight, seeing our faces; those were the good memories that we have together.
Maybe it was a difficult time, maybe it was, uh, tough to get through it, but we have good
memories. We have that quality time that we spent together, because we weren't with electricity,
with power, so that time that we usually spent in our cellphones, in the television, watching the
news; we spent that time talking, having games, spending time outside and being together, being
present in the time.

00:17:51 Lionel

-Putting the water as not only a necessity, but as an opportunity to be able to help others since
there were people that didn't have, or maybe they didn't have food... Do you think that maybe if
someone is going through a difficult time like you were, then maybe those kind of activities like
making food for those people or maybe providing them with water or just being like next to them
can provide support? What do you think about that?

00:18:29 Nicole

-Yes! That was one of the experiences that we had. One time there was, finally, a truck that
could get through all the landslides, get to my house to provide the water to our tank that provide
to the different places of the house like the bathroom, kitchen and all that. That time that the
truck came, the neighbors saw that, and they all or some of them got to my family to ask if they
could get some water bottles, and gallons or small amounts of water to so they could get into
storage and provide to their families or simply to their bathrooms or simple necessities that we
have. At that moment, we felt like we were kind of superheroes because we could get access to
the water and provide them for our neighbors and be caring for them and be that supply for them.
So, it was quite an experience to provide for them as simple as a water bottle. That's a start.

00:20:07 Lionel

-1 really appreciate all of your answers and it's important, because that's what makes us Puerto
Ricans. We always help each other. Not only we have to give someone something, but just by
doing a simple action like giving water to those who don't have maybe food, those who are
starving or maybe just being next to someone can help them feel loved, feel safe, feel cared
during that situation. And that's what makes us Puerto Ricans and that's really special. I really



believe that you are an example of it.

-You're a student that have had struggles like every other student. Going through the struggles of
the university, the stress, the classes, but not only that, but you were also capable of going
through the experience of Hurricane Maria, and you learned from that and you helped others. So
I think we could use the word you said at the beginning to represent also you. You are resilient
and that's really special.

-This was a very special time and I really want to thank you for this interview. It's a pleasure to
have interviewed you and I hope all of you like it. Have a good night.

00:21:55 Nicole
-Thank you.



